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Potato mop-top virus
Taxonomic position
Virus Group: Virus
Family: Unassigned virus family
Genus: Pomovirus
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Potato mop top virus (PMTV)
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Observed symptom Potato mop-top virus described by Inra (Ephytia): Bright yellow arcs or rings on the bot-
tom potato leaves of some cultivars infected with PMTV

Potato mop-top virus (PMTV)

(Click to enlarge)

Spraing caused by MPTV (Courtesy: AHDB / Sutton Bridge CSR)




Foliage symptons showing chevron or V pattern

of mop-top virus on potato plant. Photo: Steve
Johnson
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Symptoms

On stems, characteristic patterns develop with bright yellow blotches and ring or line patterns on lower
or middle leaves. A less common symptom is the existence of pale, V-shaped chiorotic pattern on the
leaflets of young upper leaves resulting in distinct mosaic. Mop-top causes an extreme shortening of
internodes accompanied by crowding or bunching of foliage. Some smaller leaves may have wavy or
rolled margins resulting in dwarfed and bunched growth. Concentric rings of 1 - 56 cm diameter are
present on the surface of the tubers. Tubers may also develop brown necrotic lines, arcs and rings in the
flesh.




There may be single or multiple concentric arcs,
which extend to the skin surface in some cases

Tuber symptoms are called “spraing”




vn discoloration, in the form of arcs or rings and flecks, that
appears with internal rust-colored spots on tubers.

Information in this publication is provided purely for educational purposes. No responsibility is assumed for any problems associated with the use of products or services
mentioned. No endorsement of products or companies is intended, nor is criticism of unnamed products or companies implied.

PMTV is transmitted by the pathogen that causes

powdery scab disease in potatoes
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